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Honorable Mr. Nimetz,

Weare very grateful to meet with you. As American citizens of Macedonian descend (Macedonians
are the Hellenes originally from the Hellenic province of Macedonia) we are very concerned with
the events unraveling in the Balkans, especially with the prospect of The FYROMjoining NATO
before the name issue is settled with Greece.

The FYROM is a small country in the southern Balkans with very serious external and internal
problems. It is the only country in Europe that succeeded in having open serious conflicts, with no
prospect of resolution, with each of its four neighbors. Incredibly however, they have an entirely
different type of conflict with each one of these neighbors.

In the north with Serbia who is a member State with The Partnership for Peace and an aspiring new
NATO member, they have an open conflict with their schismatic illegal church, the so-called
"Macedonian Orthodox Church" and this fact has angered their Serbian northern neighbor.

On the eastern side Bulgaria, aNA TO member, does not recognize the so-calIed "Macedonians" as a
distinct nation, nor a "Macedonian" language and accuses the FYROM of stealing its history.
Amazingly enough The FYROM currently seems to have claims either linguistically or ethnologically
to approximately 20% of the territory of this NATO ally of ours, Bulgaria.

On the west side the citizens of Albania clearly do not consider, and rightfulIy so, that 25% of the
population of The FYROM should be calIed "Macedonians." They consider them their Albanian
brethren.

In the south they succeeded in angering Greece, and especialIy us, the true Macedonians, by using our
identity and stealing our glorious history. After all Alexander the Great the Macedonian, spoke Greek,
used the Hellenic alphabet, carried Homer's works with him and spread the Hellenic language and
civilization throughout the then known world. He did not speak the Bulgarian dialect that The
FYROM people speak; he did not use the Cyrillic alphabet, which had not even appeared tilI about
one thousand years after his death. Alexander the Great is our Abraham Lincoln, as he united the
North and the South of the HelIenic World under Hellas.

The Slavs cannot be ethnically, linguistically or culturalIy Macedonians simply because they did not
exist in this area until the 6thcentury AD, when they descended from Siberia and settled there. The
HelIenic name Macedonia, which had always identified the northern area of Greece, preceded the




