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nation’s foreign and strategic policies exist solely to protect and

further the nation’s interests, sovereignty, and security. The

furtherance of these interests often necessitates compromise,
collaboration, and patience, but the ultimate goal remains constant. Too
often, in all countries, however, the process and structural continuity of the
foreign and strategic policy tools are given greater priority and weight than
the fundamental goal. As with all aspects of the ageing process, fear of
change takes precedence over the furtherance of survival goals. Arteries
calcify and become brittle, and an aloof manner indicates not strength and
calmness but the fact that rigidity has replaced perceptiveness.

There is a saying that insanity is defined by continuing to repeat the same processes and
expecting different outcomes. To a large extent, that is what we get when we give greater
priority to the process than to the purpose of our foreign and strategic policy tools.

It is in this context that we can say that US policy toward the Balkans and the Eastern
Mediterranean regions is not based on realistic, current, and balanced assessments of US
strategic interests, nor even on a balanced and realistic accretion of historic friendships,
treaty obligations, or past interests. That is not to say that the matter of interests, treaties,
and historic friendships play no part in current US policy in this critical area of the world,
but rather these key factors now play only a secondary rdle in how the US operates in the
region.

But added to the problem of systemic sclerosis, it is also true that nations accustomed to
the safety which their strategic power gives them feel that they can afford not to look too
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